
Cord blood donation 
is a painless and free gesture, 

helping others and saving lives.

Cord blood, a bond for life.



Donation for scientific research
If your donation does not meet the criteria determined by the French Placental Cord Blood Network, the cord blood 

may be destroyed according to validated procedures. Alternatively, the cord blood may be used for scientific 
research, in strict compliance with current regulations.

Commercial cord blood banks are prohibited in France
Commercial blood banks enable couples to preserve the cord blood, in return for payment, for future use reserved 

for the donor himself (‘autologous’ transplant). Currently, there is no scientific basis to this approach 
(www.agence-biomedecine.fr). No commercial cord blood  bank is permitted in France by the health authorities.

The French Placental Cord Blood Network: authorised banks and maternity clinics
Only banks and maternity clinics that are part of the French Placental Cord Blood Network are approved by health authorities 
to coordinate the collection, preparation and storage of units of cord blood to make them available at any time to any patient. 
By using anonymous and free donations, this organisation guarantees the traceability and quality of technical procedures 
as well as equal access to treatment for the population.

Individual data protection
All information collected about you and your family will be treated as confidential, as recommended 
by the French National Commission for Information Technology and Civil Liberties (CNIL). The donation 
of cord blood will be kept anonymous by the bank to meet ethical standards for transplants.



What is cord blood?
Cord blood (or placental blood) is the blood that remains in the placenta and umbilical cord after the birth of your child. 
During pregnancy, this blood is vital for your baby, but after birth the blood has no purpose. In most cases, it is then destroyed.

What is its therapeutic value?
Bone marrow transplants can now save the lives of patients with blood diseases or cancers. 

Unfortunately, many patients cannot have this treatment due to the lack of suitable donors. 
Cord blood can be used to treat these patients because it contains stem cells similar to 
those in the bone marrow capable of reconstituting the blood system. Once collected, 
cord blood can be frozen, stored and made available to patients requiring a transplant. 
We offer you the opportunity to donate your cord blood to the French Placental Cord Blood 
Network. This donation can offer a real chance of treatment for patients 
awaiting a transplant. 

Special case
If someone in your family suffers from an illness requiring a transplant, the doctor in charge 

may require the collection and preservation of cord blood, which will then be reserved 
for family use.

Consent
Donating cord blood is a gesture, which is freely made, anonymous and free of charge. This donation will only be possible with 
your signed consent, and if you complete a prenatal medical questionnaire with questions about you and your family. 
The truthfulness of your answers will be crucial to ensuring the safety of the patient receiving the cord blood unit collected 
when you give birth. Your decision on whether or not to donate cord blood will not in any way affect the quality of care you 
and your child will receive.

Collection
The cord blood is collected within minutes after birth when the umbilical cord has been cut and the placenta is still in the womb. 
This collection does not affect traditional delivery procedures. 
It is painless and poses no risk to you or your child. It may not be possible to collect the cord blood if the midwives need to perform 
priority medical procedures.



After the collection
The cord blood unit is transported to a cord blood bank. If it meets the biological criteria determined 
by the French Placental Cord Blood Network (sufficient volume and number of cells), further tests 
will be carried out on samples of your blood collected after giving birth (HIV, hepatitis B and C, syphilis, HTLV, 
CMV, EBV, toxoplasmosis). If these tests show no abnormality, the cord blood unit can be stored in liquid nitrogen 

with your blood samples in order to perform, if necessary, further tests.

Two months later
Two months after giving birth you will be contacted to check that there are no contraindications with you and your child.

Health record
A label will be affixed to your child’s health record, stating that his cord blood was collected for an ‘allogeneic’ transplant, 
i.e. where the transplant donor and recipient are two different people. The label will enable your doctor to notify the French 
Biomedicine Agency if required.

Anonymity
A number guaranteeing donor anonymity will be allocated to the unit of cord blood 
so that it can be registered on the National Register centralising transplant applications. 
Each transplant is then selected based on its degree of compatibility with the recipient 
and its cellular abundance. The bank may contact you at any time and you will be kept 
informed by mail of the fate of the donated cord blood which you have consented to.



The Fondation Générale de Santé
The Fondation Générale de Santé is involved in a widespread initiative for the donation 
of cord blood, particularly through partnerships with the French Blood Agency 
and the French Public Hospital System in Paris. These partnerships aim to strengthen 
the national network of maternity clinics collecting cord blood, to train medical teams 

and to inform the public about anonymous, unpaid donations. 
In 2009, the Fondation Générale de Santé received the Great National Cause label, 

issued by the French Prime Minister.

Key figures
Today, the Foundation has become one of the leading national organisations in the collection 
of placental stem cells in France with: 
- around 300 voluntary obstetricians and midwifes, specially trained in good practices; 
- a network of around ten maternity clinics authorised to carry out these collections; 
- Several thousand collections carried out with one of the best conformity rates in France.

CONSENT FORM


